
Name: __________________________
Block: __________________________
Date: ___________________________

Topic Sentences & Details
	I can select details that support a topic sentence. 
 I can choose a sentence that best supports a topic sentence.  


Goal: 




{TEAM Practice}

Directions: Henrika wrote the following draft of a report. It contains mistakes. Read the report and answer the following question. Annotate each paragraph & question!!
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Which sentence, if added at the end of Paragraph 1, best supports the main topic of the paragraph? 

A. Scientists first began using telescopes in the early 1600s.
B. Cameras today can take much sharper images than earlier models.
C. Scientists in the United States can actually study the surface of the planet. 
D. Photographs of planets are known to become important historical records.


Which sentence best supports the ideas in Paragraph 3? 

A. The details of these missions are too numerous to describe here.
B. Other planets are as interesting, but most of them are farther away.
C. Satellites were unable to take pictures of the rovers themselves.
D. Scientists were eager to learn more about the planet’s surface and atmosphere.

	Stop & Jot: Why is it important to know how to select appropriate sentences to add to a paragraph?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



























{Teammate Practice}

Directions: Here is the first draft of Alex Morgan’s essay. It may contains some errors. Read the rough draft and answer the following questions. Annotate each paragraph & question!!
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1. Which sentence could Alex Morgan add at the end of paragraph 1 to help develop the situation? 

A. Our coach always insisted that we arrive at soccer practice on time. 
B. She told us, however, that being a good sport wasn’t always about playing sports. 
C. Last year I had played baseball, but this year I had decided to play soccer. 
D. The beaches in Finvale County are well-known for their fine swimming water. 



2. Which sentence could Alex add at the end of paragraph 5 to help summarize her essay? 
A. I also looked forward to the end of September when I would help to clean it up again. 
B. There are many other beautiful beaches in our county, too. 
C. Many bags of garbage were filled at Crescent beach that day. 
D. We usually play soccer on Saturdays, but one time we did something else. 


	Stop & Jot: How can you apply today’s lesson on topic sentences & details to your own writing? Be specific! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Independent Practice: 
Topic Sentence & Details 
Directions: Charles wrote this report for his science class. It contains mistakes. Read the report and answer the following questions. Annotate each paragraph & question!! 
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1. Which sentence, if added to the end of Paragraph 3, best supports the main topic of the paragraph? 

A. Amphibians live on every continent in the world except for Antarctica.
B. Amphibians are an important part of many ecosystems around the world.
C. South America’s rain forests are home to many different kinds of amphibians.
D. These threats could cause one-third of the world’s amphibians to become extinct.

Directions: Maggie wrote a letter to her cousin. It contains mistakes. Read the letter and answer the following question. Annotate each paragraph & question!! 
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2. Which sentence could best be placed after Sentence 10 to add support to the second paragraph? 

A. He is the cutest puppy in the world. 
B. I spent many hours outside with him. 
C. There are many books on how to train a dog. 
D. I was not sure what would happen next. 




Directions: Annotate each paragraph and question. Choose the best answer! 

A student wrote the following report. It contains mistakes. Read the report and answer the following question. 

[image: ]
3. Which sentence, if added after Sentence 13, best supports the main topic of Paragraph #4? 
A. The javelin also eats bugs and lizards. 
B. People should never try to feed a javelina. 
C. Traveling in a pack is not necessary for javelinas. 
D. Javelinas also use their ears to protect themselves
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Mars, a reddish orange planet often seen in the night sky, has long been of interest to
‘humans. Many years ago, scientists used telescopes to chart the movements of Mars. Modern
scientists can do more than just look at Mars through a telescope.

The U.S. launched the first successful mission to photograph Mars in 1964. Mariner 4, a
satellite equipped with a camera, got close enough to the planet to send back 21 photos of the
lifeless, rust-colored surface. The photographs revealed a landscape of craters and mountains.

During the summer of 2003, the United States launched two spacecraft headed toward
Mars. the cargo of each craft made a bouncy landing on the surface of the planet.
This cargo included two Mars exploration rovers that began their mission of looking for
‘water and signs of life on the planet.

In the years that followed the Mariner 4 mission, other spacecraft traveled to Mars.
Many of the spacecraft were lost during their long journey to the planet. A few satellites and
‘machines did make it inside the planets atmosphere, however. They were able to collect
enough information about the planet to convince scientists that additional detailed studies
should be done.

The rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, were smaller than most cars, and each had the ability
to move around rocks that were in the way. The rovers were equipped with cameras and
other tools that sent information to scientists on Earth. There have been a number of public
events giving details about the mission of the rovers. Scientists have carefully studied the
information sent by the rovers and still continue to do so.

One of the most important questions to scientists is whether there has ever been water
on Mars. If there has been water on the planet, there could also have been some form of life
there. It was proven during the Spirit and Opportunity rover mission that there was once
liquid water on Mars. Life on Mars, however, has still not been proven.
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Cleaning Crescent Beach

It was Saturday, so the Green Valley Kickers were supposed to practice soccer as usual.
Instead, our coach had volunteered our team to participate in Finvale County’s Blannual
Beach Cleanup. Twice each year, before and after the summer season, people gather at the
beaches to pick up garbage. Some of us, including me, didn't think it was fair that Coach
Simms was making us do this. After all, we had signed up for soccer, not trash cleanup!

We met at Crescent Beach, a long sandy beach shaped like a sliver of moon. Coach Simms
passed out rubber gloves and shiny yellow garbage bags. A marine biologist named Dr. Torrez
thanked us for agreeing to work. He gave us an article to read called “Beach Garbage.”

The article explained that each year fourteen blllion pounds of garbage go Into the world's
oceans! Some of this begins as trash thrown on beaches. Some of It starts as garbage
dumped into the ocean. All of it ends up as one big mess that needs to be removed.

Dr. Torrez held up a plastic six-pack ring from soda cans and sald, “Fish, sea otters, and
even sea lions can get stuck In these.” Then he showed us a long plece of fishing line. “Sea
life can get entangled In this and die,” he sald. “In addition, it makes many ocean animals
sick when they eat garbage, mistaking it for food. It can kill them.”

As | filled my bag with trash, | couldn't belleve how much junk | was finding. | could see why
1t was a good Idea to get rid of all this stuff before summer arrived. Feople come from near
and far to enjoy the warm sand and ocean waves. It was not only ugly but also dangerous.
‘There were broken bottles and rusty cans that people could step on with their bare fest.
‘There were broken toys, clgarette butts, matchbooks, and all kinds of food and drink
contalners.

My soccer team filled twenty-five bags with trashl The beach looked so much better when
we left. We felt proud of our hard work. | couldn's walt to spend the summer's first sunny day
at Crescent Beach.
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Amphibians are some of the most remarkable animals on Earth. They come in all colors
of the rainbow. Frogs and toads are the most common amphibians. These cold-blooded
creatures begin life using gills to breathe in water like fish do. As adults, however, they

can breathe air and live both in water and on land. They might not make cuddly pets but
amphibians are especially interesting to scientists.

Scientists discover many new species of amphibians every year. On a trip in 2009,
scientists found a thumbnail-sized frog with a long nose. The tiny frog is just an eighth of an
inch long. About a year earlier, in 2008, a different group of researchers discovered another
frog with an interesting nose — the Pinocchio frog. It has a lengthy spike on its nose. Many
frogs have long sticky tongues that they use to capture their prey. The Pinocchio frog points
its spiked nose downward. In 2010, the same team also found a different frog species hopping
along the rocks next to a stream. Generally, rocket frogs are known to be good jumpers, but
they are also poisonous. In spite of this, scientists find these amphibians to be interesting and
helpful to humans. This frog species was a kind of rocket frog with bright red legs.

Since amphibians are so important to the planet, scientists are watching them carefully.
Even though scientists report that there are about 6,000 different kinds of amphibians in the
world, these animals are actually in danger of becoming extinct. Pollution and climate change
threaten their survival. Loss of habitat and disease are other concerns.

‘However, discoveries of new species give scientists hope for the future of amphibians.
Some scientists believe that there may be as many as 10,000 different species! That is great
news, but it’s still important to keep them safe. These fascinating creatures do the same for us!

These discoveries of new amphibian species are excellent news for humans. Amphibians
help protect people. Eating insects that carry disease and destroy food crops. Tadpoles help
to keep fresh water clean by eating algae. Some frogs and toads even have chemicals in their
skin that can be used in medicines. Scientists consider amphibians an “indicator group”
‘This means that the behavior and health of frogs and toads in an area show how healthy the
environment is for humans and other animals.
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August 14, 2012
Dear Jenna,

(1) Remember when you came to visit last summer? (2) You told me about your new hobby.
(3) You been a great inspiration because I found a new hobby too. (4) I found something that no
one else in my entire family could do! (5) Teaching our new puppy, Barney, how to sit.

(6) Training Barney was not an easy task. (7) Mom tried, but Barney ran quick away from
her. (8) Stevie tried, but Barney just licked his hand. (9) When Dad tried to get Barney to sit
down, Barney rolled over on his back. (10) Then I tried. (11) I must have repeated “Sit, Barney!”
2 million times, but he would just dash around the yard. (12) I gave him treats. (13) I petted him
and spoke in a calm voice those things didn't work either.

(14) This morning, I attempted a new plan. (15) I got down, looked at Barney, and said,
“Sit, Barney!” (16) As 1 spoke, | lowered my hand from his head to the ground. (17) Finally,
Barney sat! (18) I couldn' believe it! (19) We practiced over and over to make sure Barney really
understood this command.

(20) After teaching Barney to sit, I showed him how to stay in one place without moving.
(21) Well, he only stayed for a few seconds, so I guess he hasn't really learned that trick yet. (22) I
feel confident, though. (23) “He just needs more practice I said’ to Mom and Dad.

(24) I can't wait to see you, Aunt Becky, and Uncle Mark next weekend. (25) I'm sure I will
‘have taught Barney at least two more tricks by then. (26) His achievements will amaze you!
(27) Huh, I wonder if I can teach Barney how to speak before you get heer.

Love,
Maggie
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(1) A javelina is a wild animal found in the Sonoran Desert of the Southwest United States
and Northwest Mexico. (2) It is the only native pig-like animal found in North and South
America. (3) This animal is often called a wild pig, it is not a pig at all.

(4) A javelina is thinner than a pig. (5) An adult weighs between 40 and 60 pounds and is
nearly two feet tall. (6) The javelina also has slimmer legs than a pig, and it only has three toes
on its hind legs compared to the four toes a pig has on each foot. (7) The javelina also has gray;
bristly hair running all along its back and some white hair on its neck. (8) Its sharp tusks caused
early explorers to name the animal after the Spanish word for javelin, or spear.

(9) A pack of javelinas can have about three members, but up to twenty members have seen
traveling together. (10) The pack does everything together, including resting during the heat of
the day and traveling to look for food when the temperature is cooler.

(11) A javelina hunts the desert ground for its food. (12) It uses its long snout to sniff out
bulbs, roots, and prickly pear cacti. (13) This cactus is one of ts favorite foods because it’s full
of water.

(14) As they travel, the javelinas “talk” with cach other. (15) They make noises o socialize
and defend themselves. (16) Their strong sense of smell alerts them when animals or people
are approaching.

(17) In the Southwest United States, where more and more people are starting to live on land
that was once home to the javelina, the animals mark on the land is easy to see. (18) Javelinas
uproot small trees and bushes on golf courses and in people’s yards. (19) At the same time, these
developed lands are good for viewing packs of javelinas. (20) If left alone, the animal is not
dangerous and can be observed easily.

(21) As people learn more about javelinas, they will better understand the true nature of
these interesting animals.
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