Name: ___________________________
Block: ___________________________
Date: ____________________________
Topic Sentences 
Topic Sentence
· The _______________________________________ of a paragraph states the _____________.
· The claim is the _________________ you are trying to make.  
Prompt
· In order to figure out what our claim should be we need to read the ___________________.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The prompt is a __________________ or ___________________ that tells you what you will be writing about. 
Why do we need topic sentences? 
· The topic sentence _______________________ the reader what they are going to read about. 
· If the author is not clear on the topic before writing, the author can _______________ ________________ or stray from the ________________________________________________, and the paragraph can be confusing.
	Stop and Jot: Why are topic sentences important in writing? 







Examples: 
Prompt: What is a diverse city in the United States?
· Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________________________________
Prompt: Who is the best professional soccer player in the world? 
· Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________________________________
	Directions: Read the following paragraph below. Underline the topic sentence in blue. 



{Example Opinion Paragraph: Homework}
	Homework is an important part of the learning process in middle school. One reason is that homework gives students additional practice of skills covered in class. Middle school classes are too short to teach a new concept and practice it sufficiently for students to master. Students need both guided practice in class and independent practice at home. Another reason for homework is that it provides time to complete longer assignments. For example, the ideal composition process allows time for students to think and to reflect on their ideas, as well as time to revise and to proofread their writing. Reports and special projects often require research that cannot always be done at school. Finally, the most important reason for homework is that it ensures review. New material and old material are practiced in daily assignments. Students who do their homework daily are prepared for tests and make better grades. In conclusion, not only is homework essential to mastering new skills and maintaining previously learned skills, but it also guarantees constant review and provides time for longer assignments. 
	Directions: Read the following prompts below. Write a topic sentence for each. 



1. How long do you think that physical activity should be every day?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you think that students should be allowed to use cell phones and other electronic devices in school?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you think that students should have homework?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Should 5th grade students be allowed to play school sports?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Are television and video games a bad influence? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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