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Supporting Details 
Let’s review topic sentences! 
Topic Sentence
· The _________________________________________ of a paragraph states the _______________.
· The claim is the ________________ you are trying to make. 
Supporting Details 
· Begins with a ____________________________. 
	Examples of transitions would be: 






· This is written in your ____________________________ and gives you a ____________________
______________________ that ____________________ what you wrote in your topic sentence. 
· Supporting details tell why your ______________________________________________________. 
	Stop and Jot: Why are supporting details important in a paragraph? 






Example #1:
· Prompt: Write a paragraph about how students at Meigs avoid cheating in their writing. 
· Topic Sentence: At Meigs, students make sure they avoid cheating in many ways. 
· Reason #1: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #2: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #3: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Example #2: 
· Prompt: Are computer skills a necessary skill for individuals to have today? 
· Topic Sentence: Computers skills are absolutely essential for an individual to have in the world today. 
· Reason #1: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #2: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #3: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
	Directions: Read the following paragraph below. Underline the topic sentence in orange. Underline each supporting detail in green. Circle each transition word. 



{Example Opinion Paragraph: Homework}
	Homework is an important part of the learning process in middle school. One reason is that homework gives students additional practice of skills covered in class. Middle school classes are too short to teach a new concept and practice it sufficiently for students to master. Students need both guided practice in class and independent practice at home. Another reason for homework is that it provides time to complete longer assignments. For example, the ideal composition process allows time for students to think and to reflect on their ideas, as well as time to revise and to proofread their writing. Reports and special projects often require research that cannot always be done at school. Finally, the most important reason for homework is that it ensures review. New material and old material are practiced in daily assignments. Students who do their homework daily are prepared for tests and make better grades. In conclusion, not only is homework essential to mastering new skills and maintaining previously learned skills, but it also guarantees constant review and provides time for longer assignments. 

	Directions: Read the following prompt and write a topic sentence and three supporting details. 



Prompt: What is the most important rule to follow at Meigs?
· Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
· Reason #1: _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #2: _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Reason #3: _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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